
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MAY 22, 2014 

 

The Work Session of May 22, 2014 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the meeting to public comments.  There were no comments 

made. 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed the additional information that she has obtained, 

per the Commissioner’s request at the last work session, on the Moorestown Demolition 

Ordinance.  The Moorestown Code Official has stated that their ordinance does not stop 

individuals from demolishing a home it just gives the owner’s different ideas; i.e. move the 

physical home to another property.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that the purpose 

would be to force the owner to think twice about the idea of demolishing a home 

because they may think differently if they had to go before a board to get approval.  The 

Borough Solicitor noted that the Historic District Ordinance does have an anti-demolition 

section, which is designed to slow down demolitions, not necessarily eliminate them.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that he would reach out to the Mayor of Moorestown to get 

more information on their ordinance.  Commissioner Moscatelli questioned whether the 

Zoning Board and Planning Board should review this ordinance so that we can get their 

input.  The Commissioners discussed where in our ordinances it would be included, as well 

potential issues; i.e. what homes would be includes, etc.  It was agreed to have the 

Planning Board review the ordinance.  In the meantime the Commissioners will think 

about various criteria they want to have included.  The Borough Solicitor noted that it 

probably wouldn’t change the number of teardowns, except to delay them for at least 

six (6) months. 

 

The current easement encroachment issues on Moore Lane to Kings Highway near the 

Kingsway Learning Center were discussed.   It was noted that the previous resident who 

complained about the issue no longer lives in town and that these new complaints are 

from someone else.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested giving the homeowner causing 

the issue a time frame to correct the problem and if it isn’t corrected after that time then 

the Department of Public Works (DPW) would come in and move the items in the right-

of-way.  The Borough Solicitor suggested a period of 60 days.  The Commissioners agreed 

to give the homeowner notice and to ensure that once that time frame expires that we 

follow up on the issue.  In reference to the homeowner’s dog approaching people who 

utilize the easement to access Kings Highway, the Borough Administrator advised that 

the homeowners do not have to keep the dog on a leash, but they do have to keep it 

on their property.  The Commissioner Rochford suggested that a phone call be made to 

the homeowners advising them of these requirements and that a letter will be sent 

detailing everything for them.  Discussions were held on whether or not a survey should 

be done to delineate exactly where the boundaries are.  It was agreed to first have Steve 

Walko reach out to the homeowners and that the Solicitor will follow-up with a letter.   

 

A meeting with the Zoning Board members and the Board of Commissioners was 

reviewed.  The Administrator will check with the Zoning Board members to see if they can 



 

 

meet either June 2nd or 10th.  When asked, the Borough Solicitor confirmed that members 

would still be valid members until a qualified person is appointed in their stead. 

 

A General Event Permit Application from the Fun for Fosters group to hold a marketing 

seminar in Kings Court was reviewed.  Proceeds from this event would benefit foster 

children in New Jersey.  The logistics of using Kings Court for such an event were discussed.  

The Commissioners agreed to such a use on a trial basis, but asked that that sponsor 

supply the Borough Clerk with a petition signed by residents and businesses in Kings Court 

indicating that they did not have an objection to this event.  Additionally, a map layout 

out the placement of chairs and such must be submitted.  Commissioner Kasko stated 

that this event must be held between the trees and not at the gazebo.  The 

Commissioners clarified that they are allowing this event as it is connected to a charity 

and not a business located downtown. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the Rotary Club’s annual General Event Permit 

Application to hold music concerts in Kings Court every Friday in the month of July.  The 

Commissioners agreed to authorize these concerts and to the closing of Kings Highway 

for two of the four concerts. 

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that the Flag Day ceremony in Kings Court will be held 

on Friday, June 13, 2015.  Once he has finalized the details he will forward that information 

on to everyone. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to move the discussions regarding sidewalks to the next work 

session. 

 

Draft ordinances formalizing both the Senior Citizen’s group and the Recreation Council 

were reviewed.  It was agreed that the Borough Solicitor would have a draft document 

for the Recreation Council for review at the next work session.  The Commissioners then 

discussed the Senior Citizen’s ordinance in more detail and agreed to change the draft 

so that the Director would be a non-voting member and that the full membership would 

vote amongst themselves to fill the position of Chairperson.  It was also agreed that the 

Director for the Mabel Kay House would distribute the amended ordinance to the board 

members for their review and comments.  The Commissioners will not add this ordinance 

to an agenda for first reading until after the current Senior Citizen Advisory Council had 

a chance to review the document. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the results of the bids received for the sale of the water 

and sewer utility.  New Jersey American is the highest bidder at $28.5 million, which is 

significantly higher than anticipated.  Once the Water & Sewer Review Committee has 

had a chance to review these bids they will have a recommendation to the 

Commissioners, which is anticipated by the end of June of this year.  It was noted that 

should the utility be sold the amount of money received that is over and above the 

current debt for the utility would go to the general fund to pay down that debt.  The 

Commissioners reviewed what types of information must now be generated for use for 

dissemination to the public prior to the referendum question that would be on the 

November ballot.  How New Jersey American Water, as well as the Food & Water Watch 

group, would be included in the public forums to come were briefly discussed. 



 

 

 

Commissioner Kasko reported that there were no new items to report on from the 

Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC. 

 

The May 27th meeting agenda was reviewed.  It was agreed that the pothole repair bid 

award or rejection resolution would be moved to the June 10th agenda.  The 

Commissioner agreed to add the ordinance prohibiting parking on the west side of Potter 

Street for a specified length from the intersection with Ellis Street to the May 27th agenda.  

Additionally, a resolution authorizing the Borough’s membership to the Community 

Development Block Grant consortium for another three years will be added to the 

agenda. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a request from the Zone PTA for an additional $1,000 to cover 

a portion of the cost to re-write the entire calendar.  Commissioner Kasko suggested that 

the Borough contribute $500 and the Board of Education contribute the remaining $500.  

The Commissioners agreed to this suggestion. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed a request from the residents behind the Mabel Kay 

House with regards to putting a fence up behind that property.  It is the Administrator’s 

understanding that this would be a gift to the Borough.  She will obtain additional 

information for further discussion.  After a brief discussion as to whether or not this area 

was in the Historic District, the Commissioner expressed their interest in moving forward. 

 

Next the Administrator reviewed her meeting from earlier in the day with the Borough’s 

Coalition on Affordable Housing (COAH) Planner and Solicitor.  She announced that the 

Third Round rules have been thrown out and the obligation from the Frist and Second 

Rounds, plus the obligation number from 1999 to 2014 are now in, which is zero for the 

municipality.  These numbers are to be published on June 2nd and will be up for adoption 

by COAH in October.  She suggested to the Commissioners that a meeting should be set 

up with our COAH Developer, CIS, within the next month or so to discuss moving forward 

with the Snowden Lot project.  The Commissioners briefly discussed how this could possibly 

affect the purchase of the 65 Haddon Avenue property. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli brought up the issues with the electric in Kings Court.  To 

relocate the breaker box so that it is more accessible would cost approximately $2,000, 

with an additional $2,000 to upgrade the load distribution.  The Administrator suggested 

doing this in the near future, if approved, because of the upcoming summer usage.  The 

Commissioner s agreed to these upgrades. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli then reviewed a resident request to use approximately half of 

the yellow bricks currently being stored at the Public Works facility to put in a brick 

sidewalk and driveway at his property in the Historic District.  He would be replacing a 

concrete sidewalk and driveway apron.  The Borough Solicitor noted that the 

Commissioners could justify not charging the resident for these bricks since he is putting 

them in an area that is used by the public.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested we put 

something in the Historic District ordinance that if residents take them out then they should 

be given to the borough.  The Commissioners agreed to the use of these bricks. 

 



 

 

At 8:32 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

litigation and negotiations for the 65 Haddon Avenue property.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

seconded the motion.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:41 p.m.  

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that CBS News will be coming to Haddonfield on May 

27th to record some promotional spots in the downtown area.  He noted that these 

promotional spots are typically done in-house and that it is a great honor that they chose 

Haddonfield first when deciding to do them in the surrounding communities. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 p.m.  Commissioner 

Rochford seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


